
   

 
 

Town Quality of Life Committee 
Minutes 

May 6, 2010 
 

Present: Briody (Chair), Moran, Rhodes, Morse, Fried; Staff: Hintz (UConn), 
Ninteau (Mansfield) 
 
1.Moran moved to approve the minutes of the previous meeting. Motion carried. 
2. Fried agreed to serve as Recording Secretary. 
3. The committee members introduced themselves to the members of the public. 
4. Comments from the public: 
 a) Joan Hall raised a question about the definition of family with regard to 
renting to two sets of siblings. Referred to Ninteau for clarification. Ninteau 
deferred responding directly, in order to avoid dialog, but later indicated two sets 
of siblings would count as “two unrelated people.” 
 b) Beverly Sims questioned the status of Ponde Place development 
because of the currently high density of student-occupied housing in her area 
and the lack of perceived need for more off campus housing, noting the number 
of vacancies in apartment complexes. She also outlined significant concerns 
about the environmental impact of disturbing the water table and wetlands in the 
Hunting Lodge Road area, given the history of toxic waste deposits by the 
university and the length of time that was required to stabilize the toxicity and 
limit its spread. In preparation for the construction of Ponde Place, a group of 
trees has been removed. The wood tortoise, a species of concern to the DEP, 
also lives in that area. 
 c) Walter Hircsh raised several questions: Why isn’t there better 
coordination with the university regarding student behavior when students violate 
town ordinances? Why isn’t the town currently enforcing blight and noise 
ordinances? Who is responsible for the delinquency of minors?  He also 
commented on the current level of vacancies in rental properties, the danger to 
the water supply if more multiple occupancy housing is built in Mansfield, and the 
fact that he pays a substantial fee for being connected to UConn’s water system, 
which was required by UConn’s polluting of wells. 
 d) Alison Hilding reinforced the comments made by Sims with greater 
detail. She also commented on the level of cancer among inhabitants of the 
Hunting Lodge Road area and the association between exposure to the toxic 
elements present and development of cancer as identified by Greg Cichowski, a 
local pharmacist, on the basis of the number of prescriptions he was filling for 
cancer-relate medications in that neighborhood. 
 e) Morse thanked the three speakers for their comments and suggested 
that they also submit letters in town and public venues. Moran reminded the 
committee that dialogue with the public was not its role. The proper frame of 
reference is to provide testimony which the committee receives.  
 



   

5. Communications: 
 a) A hearing regarding the changed definition of Family was held by 
Planning & Zoning May 3. Moran asked if any members of the QOL had 
attended. Morse responded that he had attended, and that the definition of family 
had been so broadened that enforcement might be difficult, since many student 
groups could qualify. Hearings were continued until June 7 because of the 
intense interest in this topic. It is probable that a vote on the changed definition of 
family will occur at the PZC Meeting on either July 6 or July 16. 
 b) A pilot program on Hunting Lodge Road regarding the placement of 
trashcans will be initiated by the town. The purpose of this project is to 
encourage residents to throw trash in barrels which is intended to minimize the 
amount of staff time taken up with picking up trash off the ground in that area. 
 c) The Town Council will vote on the parking space designation ordinance 
on May 10. Moran suggested that members of the TQOL attend the P&ZC 
meeting in which the definition of Family is discussed and express the opinion of 
this committee. 
 d) Moran reminded members that the budget hearing will take place on 
May 11. The meeting begins at 7PM but check in, with identification, begins at 
6:30. The League of Women Voters hosts a coffee hour during that period for 
informal conversation about the budget. The budget includes funds for an 
additional state trooper to be assigned to Mansfield so that the town can staff 
more hours with police coverage and respond to nuisance complaints including 
noise. 
 
6. Items of business 
 a) Hintz described the Off-Campus Fair, an event designed to bring 
apartment owners and students together so that students can find rental housing 
more easily and compare possibilities. The university also uses this fair to inform 
landlords about support in dealing with problem students and reasonable 
expectations for dealing with students as tenants. Landlords who are not 
registered with the university cannot participate in this fair. This process gives the 
university more leverage in being sure that students are being treated fairly. 
 b) Hintz also discussed sample leases that could be given to landlords 
who are not satisfied with their current leases. He stated that sample leases have 
minimal utility because circumstances are so varied. However, use of key 
phrases, given to landlords, helps to alert them to the issues that should be 
addresses. He highlighted several of these phrases from the leases, but shied 
from offering the “model lease” originally requested. This issue will be discussed 
at the next meeting. 
 c) There was information in the packet regarding “Animal House” 
ordinances in place in Amherst, MA and South Orange, NJ (Seton Hall 
University). These ordinances require landlords to evict students under certain 
conditions. Morse noted that the eviction requirement tied a landlord to a method 
that was he had found was one of the least efficient ways of getting rid of a 
tenant. Discussion postponed until next meeting. 



   

d) The committee reviewed the priority list which has been in place for several 
months and identified changing status of different project. Ninteau noted that 
T.O.M. has hired consultants to recommend changes to local police, so we are in 
waiting mode. The revised list is appended to these minutes.  
 
7. Additional comments from the public 
 a) Hircsh reminded that the issue of Ponde Place does fall within the 
charge of this committee because, if the project goes forward, it will affect the 
quality of life in Mansfield. He commented on the futility of placing trashcans on 
Hunting Lodge Road and stated that he opposed to eviction ordinances because 
eviction takes too long and while students are in residence, they often trash the 
property. Non-renewal is the only effective action in his experience as a landlord. 
 
8. The meeting adjourned at 9:30 PM. Next meeting is on June 3. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jane Fried 


